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GLOBE HONORS WINNERS 

HEADED TO NEW YORK TO COMPETE IN  

THE NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATRE AWARDS  

 

San Diego – Lou Spisto, Executive Producer of the Tony Award®-winning Old Globe, is pleased to announce 

the winners of Globe Honors, the awards program for high school students that rewards excellence in theatre 

performance. Students from over 30 schools competed for the honor to represent San Diego in New York City 

for the National High School Musical Theatre-awards, June 25-29, 2009. 

 

This year’s winners are: Emma Stratton, from Canyon Crest Academy and Chauncey Matthews, from 

San Diego School for the Creative and Performing Arts.  Emma and Chauncey will travel All Expenses 

Paid to New York City for the competition. Activities commence on Thursday, June 25 with rehearsals, 

masters classes, private coaching and interviews with theater professionals leading up to the live awards show 

on June 29, 2009 at 7:30pm. 32 students from around the country will compete for the first annual Jimmy 

Award, named for Nederlander Presentations-founder James Nederlander Sr.  The National High School 

Musical Theatre Awards will be the first national program to select a Best Actor and Best Actress from a group 

of student performers chosen by 16 participating members of the National Alliance for Musical Theatre, 

Consortium of Eastern Regional Theaters, Theatre Communications Group or the Broadway League. Winners 

will be selected by a panel of industry experts. Two educator prizes will also be announced. Pittsburgh Civic 

Light Opera and Nederlander Presentations will produce the national program. 

 

“Globe Honors and the National High School Musical Theatre Awards offer an exciting opportunity for high 

school students in musical theatre to take part in a challenging nationwide competition,” said Old Globe 

Executive Producer Lou Spisto, “congratulations to Emma and Chauncey, we know they will make the Globe 

and San Diego proud in New York City.” 

 

Emma Stratton played “Nellie” in South Pacific at Canyon Crest Academy where she is a Junior and Chauncey 

Matthews played the “King” in The King and I at San Diego School for the Creative and Performing Arts, 

where he is a Senior. The two runners-up are Maddie Shea Baldwin, from Francis Parker School and Melissa 

Barnum from Rancho Bernardo High School. The two runners-up won $500 scholarships from The Old Globe   

 

-- more -- 



 

The second annual Globe Honors event will take place on The Old Globe stage on Monday, May 10, 2010. 

The program will expand next year to recognize students in drama, comedy, Shakespearean acting, and 

technical theatre, in addition to musical theatre. For more information on The Old Globe’s education programs, 

please visit www.TheOldGlobe.org and click on the Education Link. 

 
### 

The internationally-acclaimed, Tony Award® -winning Old Globe is one of the most renowned regional theatres in the country and has stood as San Diego’s flagship 
arts institution for 74 years. The Old Globe produces a year-round season of 15 plays and musicals on its three stages, including its highly-regarded Shakespeare 
festival. The Globe has become a gathering place for leading theatre artists from around the world, such as Tom Stoppard, Daniel Sullivan and Chita Rivera, among 
many others. Numerous Broadway-bound premieres and revivals, such as Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, The Full Monty and Damn Yankees, have been developed at The 
Old Globe and have gone on to enjoy highly successful runs in New York and at regional theatres across the country.  
 
The Globe’s 2009 Summer Season includes the renowned Summer Shakespeare Festival, featuring Coriolanus, Twelfth Night and Edmund 
Rostand’s Cyrano de Bergerac playing in repertory; the world premiere musical The First Wives Club, by R&B legends Holland-Dozier-Holland 
and Rupert Holmes; and Charles Ludlam’s The Mystery of Irma Vep. Under the leadership of Executive Producer Louis G. Spisto and Resident 
Artistic Director Darko Tresnjak, the Globe is at the forefront of the nation’s leading performing arts organizations, setting a standard for 
excellence in American Theatre.   
 


