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CASTING ANNOUNCED FOR WEST COAST PREMIERE OF  

NEW MUSICAL ACE AT THE OLD GLOBE  

JANUARY 13 – FEBURARY 18, 2007 

 

San Diego – The Tony Award®-winning Old Globe is pleased to present the West Coast premiere of the new 

musical Ace, book and lyrics by Robert Taylor and Richard Oberacker, music by Richard Oberacker, directed by 

Stafford Arima, playing in the Old Globe Theatre January 13 – February 18, 2007 (press opening: Thursday, 

January 18). 

 

This heartwarming new musical tells the story of the hopes and dreams of three generations of fathers and sons, 

husbands and wives at a significant time in American history. With a soaring musical score, Ace pays tribute to 

the achievements and sacrifices made by aviation heroes of World War I and II. The Cincinnati Enquirer called it 

a “smart, ambitious and emotionally satisfying new musical,” while Theatermania raved, “Ace is something you 

don’t see very often these days, a musical with an original story … the score is moving and exhilarating. 

Audiences are in for a treat.”   

 

The cast of Ace includes Michael Arden (The Times They Are A-Changin’, Big River), Darren Ritchie 

(Thoroughly Modern Millie), Lisa Datz (The Full Monty), Heather Ayers, Kelli Barrett, Richard Barth, Ian 

Brininstool, Gabrielle Boyadjian, Noah Galvin, James Judy, Susan Kokot Stokes, Duke Lafoon, Kevin Reed, 

Danny Rothman, Maddie Shea Baldwin, Traci Lyn Thomas, Gabrielle Stravelli and Betsy Wolfe.   

 

The production team for Ace includes Richard Oberacker, book, lyrics and music; Robert Taylor, book and lyrics; 

Stafford Arima, director; David Kreppel, musical director; Andrew Palermo, choreography; Greg Anthony, 

orchestrator; David Korins, scenic design; Marie Anne Chiment, costume design; Christopher Akerlind, lighting 

design; John H. Shivers and David Patridge, sound design; and Andrea L. Shell, stage manager.  

 

Tickets for Ace are currently on sale and are available at (619) 23-GLOBE, on the Globe website at 

www.TheOldGlobe.org, or by visiting the Globe Box Office at 1363 Old Globe Way in Balboa Park. Ticket 

prices range from $47 to $75.  

 

-- more -- 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Richard Oberacker (Composer/Co-Lyricist/Co-Librettist) is currently the conductor for Cirque Du Soleil’s  

KA at MGM Grand in Las Vegas. His other musicals include The Gospel According to Fishman (premiered 

at Signature Theatre Company, directed by Eric D. Schaeffer), Dracula, The Game of Love (premiered at 

University of Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music), In That Valley (premiered at NAMT Festival, 

New York), A Little Theater (premiered at Aurelia Theater) and Journey to the West (premiered at 2006 

NAMT Festival, New York). 

 

Robert Taylor’s (Co-Lyricist/Co-Librettist) other current projects with Richard Oberacker include Journey to the 

West and Southern Cross. He currently tours as a musician with Disney’s The Lion King. A graduate of Holland’s 

Royal Conservatory, Union College, the University of Bonn and Princeton University, he has taught foreign 

languages and ornithology in New York, English and music in China, served as music critic to the Albany 

Times Union, founded and directed several nonprofits, worked as a freelance musician and writer in 

Manhattan and a translator in Europe and Asia and lectured on opera and art history.  

 

Stafford Arima’s (Director) directing credits include the Off Broadway productions Altar Boyz (Best Musical –

2004/2005 Outer Critics Circle Award), Children's Letters to God, Rags and The Secret Garden; the national tour 

of Seussical The Musical; and the West End production of Ragtime (Best Director, 2004 Olivier Award 

nomination).  He served as the Associate Director of the Broadway production of A Class Act. Regionally, he 

directed Ace at Cincinnati Playhouse and Repertory Theatre of St. Louis; Bright Lights, Big City at Prince Music 

Theater; A Tribute To Stephen Sondheim for Boston Pops; Candide for San Francisco Symphony; Abyssinia at 

Goodspeed Musicals; Guys and Dolls at Paper Mill Playhouse; A Little Night Music at Sacramento Music Circus 

and Aida for North Shore Music Theatre. 
 

 

 

*  *  * 

 
The internationally-acclaimed, Tony Award® -winning Old Globe is one of the most renowned regional theatres in the country and has stood as San 

Diego’s flagship arts institution for 71 years. The Old Globe produces a year-round season of 15 plays and musicals on its three stages, including its highly-

regarded Shakespeare festival. The Globe has become a gathering place for leading theatre artists from around the world, such as Tom Stoppard, Daniel 

Sullivan and Chita Rivera, among many others. Numerous Broadway-bound premieres and revivals, such as Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, The Full Monty and 

Damn Yankees, have been developed at The Old Globe and have gone on to enjoy highly successful runs in New York and at regional theatres across the 

country.  

 

Highlights of the Globe’s 2006/7 Season include the acclaimed production of Hershey Felder as George Gershwin Alone, the west coast premiere of Ace, as 

well as Amy Freed’s Restoration Comedy, the co-world premiere of Pig Farm, August Wilson’s Two Trains Running and Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf. Under the leadership of Executive Director Louis G. Spisto, Artistic Director Jack O’Brien and Resident Artistic Director Jerry Patch, the 

Globe is at the forefront of the nation’s leading performing arts organizations, setting a standard for excellence in American theatre 
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THE OLD GLOBE 

ACE FACT SHEET 

 

WHAT:  Ace 

Book and lyrics by Robert Taylor and Richard Oberacker 
Music by Richard Oberacker  

 
WHEN:  January 13 through February 18; Press Opening: Thursday, January 18 at 8pm 

Performances: Sun/Tue/Wed at 7pm; Thu/Fri/Sat at 8pm; Matinees: Sat/Sun at 2pm 
 
WHERE:  Old Globe Theatre, Balboa Park 
 

WHO:   Book and lyrics:   Robert Taylor and Richard Oberacker    

Music:     Richard Oberacker 
Director:    Stafford Arima    
Musical Director:   David Kreppel 

Choreographer:    Andrew Palermo  

Orchestrator:    Greg Anthony 
Scenic Designer:   David Korins  

Costume Designer:   Marie Anne Chiment  

Lighting Designer:   Christopher Akerlind 

Sound Designer:   John H. Shivers and David Patridge  
Stage Manager:   Andrea L. Shell 

  
Cast:  
Michael Arden    John Robert 

Heather Ayers   Ruth 

Maddie Shea Baldwin  Ensemble 

Kelli Barrett    Nurse/Ensemble 

Richard Barth   Lieutenant Sanders/Sullivan/Ensemble 
Gabrielle Boyadjian  Emily 

Ian Brininstool   School Bully/Young Charlie/Ensemble 
Lisa Datz    Elizabeth 

Noah Galvin   Billy 

James Judy   Toy Store Owner/Colonel Whitlow/Chennault/Ensemble 

Duke Lafoon   Edward/Stampley 

Kevin Reed   Tennaman/Stein/Ensemble 
Darren Ritchie    Ace 

Danny Rothman  Cooper/Myron/Ensemble 
Gabrielle Stravelli    Anique/Ensemble 
Susan Kokot Stokes  Teacher/Ensemble 

Traci Lyn Thomas   Mrs. Crandall/Clara Whitlow 

Betsy Wolfe    Louise 
 
BACKGROUND: 

This heartwarming new musical tells the story of the hopes and dreams of three generations of fathers and sons, 

husbands and wives at a significant time in American history. With a soaring musical score, Ace pays tribute to 

the achievements and sacrifices made by aviation heroes of World War I and II. Ace was originally produced by  
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis and Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park. 
 

TICKETS: $47-$75 

 

BOX OFFICE:  (619) 23-GLOBE  

   Hours:  Mondays: noon to 6pm; Tuesday thru Saturdays: noon to 8:30pm;  
   Sundays: noon to 7:30pm.  

 

#   #   # 
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


